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Similarly in North Carolina Wiley succeeded in raising
the common schools "from a position of beneficence to a
class to that of a fundamental interest of all the state " by
stimulating an increase in taxation, and this enlarged
support was to a certain extent copied by the rest of the
South. Likewise the advocacy of taxation as a means of
support for public education by such men as Mills in the
Western states (see pp. 341 f.) yielded concrete results in the
form of financial legislation during this period. Rate bills
were abolished in Indiana by 1852, Ohio acted the next
year, and Illinois in 1855. In fact, while the efforts to get
rid of rate bills and secure free schools were not crowned
with complete success in either North or South before
the later years of the nineteenth century, the battle
was being won in every section of America during the
awakening.
State, county, and city control of education. — Almost
concurrently with public support, the state control of edu-
cation developed during the awakening. The educational
prerogative of the state, once admitted, could not well be
limited to making laws or collecting and distributing
taxes, but had logically to be extended to the administra-
tion of education itself. If the state were to be required to
support schools, it was under equal obligation to see that
the money was spent to advantage and that the schools
were properly supervised and directed. This involved
the creation of some agency for the purpose, and eventu-
ally resulted in the appearance of a state board of educa-
tion and a chief state school official with various powers
in all forty-eight commonwealths. At first these officials
were concerned with merely statistical and clerical duties,
but before long their work came to include important
administrative and supervisory functions in education.

